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TRAIL MAP 2 - 34 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 2 hours
This is a medium-length trail for
walkers who have up to half a
day. It takes in a selection of
cultural locations, omitting only
the hilltop churches and a few
other locations. It begins with
the major cultural icons, then
follows a more or less direct
route through Central Geelong
to the Geelong Botanic Gardens
and ‘Rhythms of Life’ Geoglyph.
Then, after an abbreviated tour 
of the magnificent Waterfront, it
follows the wool story up through
the Woolstores district, finishing
in beautiful Johnstone Park.
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TRAIL MAP 3 - 25 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 75 minutes
This short trail is perfect to catch the essence of Geelong’s 
cultural life. It features selections from most of the areas
mentioned in Map 1, but not the hilltop churches or the Eastern
Park precinct. You may wish to visit these locations at a later date.
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Trail doubles back on itself
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Preparing
Please wear comfortable clothes and footwear, and bring
a hat, sunscreen and bottled water.

Where To Start?
Three of the Trails are circular so you can join them at any
point, however, you may find the optional starting point at the
V-Line Geelong Railway Station the easiest place from which to
navigate.The Waterfront Geelong Bollards Trail is a one-way
trail and is best started near the Geelong Botanic Gardens or
at Rippleside Park. Visit www.centralgeelong.com.au for a
Central Geelong Parking Map.

Safety
All care has been taken to ensure that the trails follow the
safest pathways wherever possible. However, please exercise
due caution, especially where the trail crosses a thoroughfare
or where the path is uneven. In particular, special care should
be taken: between Site #23 and Site #26 where the pathway
along Eastern Beach is unsealed; at the point where the trail
crosses Garden Street to the Geelong Botanic Gardens; and at
the entrance to Cunningham Pier. If you choose to diverge from
the trail for any reason, please use appropriate crossing points.
Additional notes on access can be found on pages 4 & 5.

Amenities
Toilets are indicated at various locations on the map.

Feeling Hungry?
A number of the locations listed in this booklet feature restaurants
or cafés. These locations are denoted by a coffee icon
beneath the number on each listing. There are also
many other cafés, restaurants and pubs along the trails.
Visit www.centralgeelong.com.au for more information on dining,
entertainment and shopping options in Central Geelong.

Map Availability
You can pick up the Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking
Trails booklet at participating venues, Visitor Information Centres
and V-Line Geelong Railway Station.

Enjoy your walk!

Cr Barbara Abley, AM DSJ
Portfolio Holder for Arts and Culture

WELCOME TO THE HEART OF GEELONG!

As Portfolio Holder for Arts and Culture I am delighted to
invite you to explore the vibrant centre of Geelong, with
Edition Three of the Central Geelong Cultural Walking Trails
Booklet. Geelong is a city rich in cultural treasures and this
very popular booklet has been updated to reveal even more
highlights within the heart of the city. Wandering along the
trails, you will discover art galleries and public art, vibrant
performing arts locations, places where you can access a
wealth of cultural resources, or feel echoes of the past as you
connect with our Indigenous and post-settlement heritage.

You may also notice a wide range of historic buildings that are
not included in the booklet ~ visit the Geelong Heritage Centre
for more information about these locations.

Detailed information about the trails is listed at the back of
the booklet. But first, a couple of important points:

Four Different Maps
Each of the four Trails takes a different time to complete,
ranging from a couple of hours to all day (or even two days).
The Estimated Walking Time provided is for an ‘average’
walker and does not include visiting time at locations.
Three of the Trails give you an intriguing selection of all
cultural aspects of Central Geelong while the Waterfront
Geelong Bollards Trail focuses entirely on the painted wooden
bollards representing over 100 historic Geelong characters.
Each map can be folded in a way that allows you to view
it while you leaf through the booklet. Locations are numbered
and colour-coded according to cultural type for ease of
reference. See map legend for more details.

Non-Entry Locations
Some heritage locations are private residences or businesses
and are not open for general public access. I request that you
respect people’s privacy by viewing the exterior of these
establishments only. The numbers of these locations are
circled in red eg. 18

Third Edition - June 2009



ACCESSIBILITY

The following information outlines the general accessibility of the trail.
Please be aware that while all efforts have been made to provide 
current and accurate information at the time of publication, some
places change with time and details may become outdated.

Most Accessible Routes
Wherever possible we have attempted to ensure that the trail follows
accessible paths, but in a few places access may become more challenging.
• Due to the steep gradients, people with limited mobility may wish to

travel by car from Site #13 to Site #14, from Site #23 to Site #26
and along the alternative route via Moorabool or Yarra Street from 
Site #38 to Site #39 (the direct route is connected by stairs).

• The pathways between Sites #23 and #26 have unsealed loose
surfaces and special care should be taken here, particularly at the
point where the trail crosses Garden Street to the Botanic Gardens.

Accessible Toilets
Accessible public toilets are marked on the map. Accessible toilets are
also available at all venues marked in the booklet by a coffee icon.

Accessible Parking
In addition to the many locations on the street throughout Central
Geelong, off-street accessible parking can be found at Market Square
Carpark (8 spaces) entry via Yarra Street and Westfield Geelong
(30 spaces) entry via Brougham, Malop, Moorabool and Yarra streets.
A payment fee is required for these centers. See mobility Maps (pg 5)
for extra information. 

Mobility Maps
CBD maps for people with limited mobility are available from:
• Barwon Disability Resource Council, 48 McKillop Street
• Geelong Otway Tourism, 48 Brougham Street (Busport)
• All Geelong Visitor Information Centres
• Geelong Info Pages
These maps contain comprehensive information to assist people with
limited mobility in navigating around the city centre, and can be used
in conjunction with the Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails.
Mobility Maps can also be downloaded from www.bdrc.org.au or
www.greatoceanroad.org.au.

Available from the City of Greater Geelong Website
The following can be downloaded from www.geelongaustralia.com.au
• Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails (pdf version)
• Trail Map Text (large print) 
• Trail Map Text (plain text version - no photos)

GENERAL DISCLAIMER
The Central Geelong Cultural Walking Trail Map is intended as a general guide
to arts and cultural features within the Central Geelong Precinct. Although the
content has been researched and prepared with due care, the City of Greater

Geelong accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions that accidentally
occur within the publication. The City of Greater Geelong does not

necessarily endorse the views expressed within. 
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Gordon Gallery Operated under the auspices of the Gordon
Foundation Ltd as part of the Gordon Institute of TAFE and housed in 
the stately T E Bostock Memorial building (1928), Gordon Gallery 
is one of the region’s premier art exhibition spaces and function venues. 
The Gallery offers a diverse calendar of exhibitions each year featuring
local artists, student works and touring exhibitions.

Cnr Fenwick Street & Gordon Avenue 
Ph. 03 5225 0442
Hours of Operation: Varied
www.gordontafe.edu.au

1

Geelong Regional Library The Geelong Library offers a free
service to patrons seven days a week. The collection includes 
fiction and non-fiction, magazines, internet facilities, CD’s, DVD’s 
and videos. The Library also provides a regular program of 
literature-based events and disseminates community information.

49 Little Malop Street 
Ph. 03 5222 1212
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm  Sat: 9.30am-12noon  Sun: 2pm-5pm 
www.geelonglibraries.vic.gov.au

Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails 7

3

Geelong Heritage Centre The Geelong Heritage Centre 
is Victoria’s largest regional archive and historical resource centre.
The collection includes council records, newspapers, reference works,
maps and plans, genealogical and church records, photographs and
archival materials. The Centre provides state of the art research and
printing equipment including microfilm, microfiche, internet access to
selected research sites and digital image reproduction.

51 Little Malop Street
Ph. 03 5227 0970
Tue-Thu: 11am-5.30pm
www.geelongaustralia.com.au/Archives

4

Kurrajong Seed Pod Kurrajong Seed Pod (2000) was created by
Victor Cebergs. Victor’s work is strongly influenced by indigenous
flora, and this sculpture is based on the boat-shaped seedpod of the
Kurrajong tree, which can be seen lining the path near the sculpture.
The sculpture has a timber stem, a metal pod and yellow seeds. 
It was commissioned by the City of Greater Geelong.

Johnstone Park
Near Little Malop & Fenwick Streets2
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Geelong Gallery The Gallery’s annual exhibition program is
complemented by an outstanding permanent collection that includes
many works of national significance such as Eugene von Guerard’s View
of Geelong (1856) and Frederick McCubbin’s A Bush Burial (1890).
Entry to the Gallery is free.

55 Little Malop Street
Ph. 03 5229 3645
Mon-Fri: 10am-5pm  Sat, Sun & Public Holidays: 1pm-5pm 
(Closed Christmas Day, New Years Day, Boxing Day & Good Friday.)
www.geelonggallery.org.au

5

Courthouse Arts Located in the former Geelong Law Courts and
Police Station (1938), we are Geelong’s No. 1 venue for youth arts
and culture. Courthouse Arts provide oppurtunities for young people
to develop and participate in performing arts activities under the
supervision of experienced professionals. We are part of an artistic
community that recognises the importance of artistic experience in the
personal and cultural growth of young people.

Cnr Gheringhap & Little Malop Streets
Ph. 03 5272 4689
Mon-Fri: 9am-5.30pm
www.courthouse.org.au

6

Old Geelong Post Office and Telegraph Station This superb
example of a Boom Classicism style Post Office (1890) has an elegantly
proportioned tower enhanced with classically derived ornamentation and
a clock, installed in 1911. The first automatic telephone exchange in
Australia was established here in 1912. The time ball atop the Georgian
style Telegraph Station next door was used from 1862 to relay the time
to citizens and shipmasters, by the releasing of a ball at 1pm daily
(except Sundays).

Cnr Gheringhap & Ryrie Streets
8
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Geelong Performing Arts Centre Opened in 1981, Geelong
Performing Arts Centre services a regional need for a high quality
performance venue. Offering two theatres, four conference and event
spaces, plus a restaurant and café, the Centre hosts an array of 
musicals, plays, dance, comedy, festivals, community events and 
workshops. The Centre was designed and built around two older 
buildings, the Plaza Theatre (1855) and the Presbyterian Church (1857).
The bluestone facade of the church is preserved inside the complex.

50 Little Malop Street
Ph. 03 5225 1200
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm  Sat: 9am-1pm, 1 hour prior to every performance
www.gpac.org.au

Insert image: Tim Stone

7



10 Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails 11

Karingallery Karingallery was established in 1997 as a working studio
and gallery staffed by professionally trained artists, to support adults
with an intellectual disability. It holds monthly shows, and studio artists
specialise in painting, fine art printing, book making and papier mache. 
A ceramic studio is also being developed.

4 James Street
Ph. 03 5221 1789
Mon-Fri: 10am-3pm

´

10

Metropolis Gallery Paintings, edition prints, art glass, sculpture
and designer jewellery. This vibrant art gallery promotes emerging
and mid-career artists through an exciting exhibition program,
together with collectable smaller works by major Australian artists.
When in Geelong, the Bellarine Peninsula and the Great Ocean Road,
Metropolis Gallery is a must-see attraction conveniently located with
street parking out front.

64 Ryrie Street
Ph: 03 5221 6505
Mon-Fri: 10am-5.30pm  Sat: 10am-4pm
www.metropolisgallery.com.au

9

Brougham Art School & Gallery & School of Photography
Brougham Gallery was established to provide a high standard of 
accessible art education in a stimulating environment. Brougham offers
Registered Accredited Courses in Visual Arts and Photography from
Cert III level to Advanced Diploma. They also offer varied short courses
and workshops for adults and children. The Gallery hosts quality
contemporary art exhibitions. Private artist studio spaces provide
opportunities for practicing artists to share a collective creative space.

Level 1, 73 Malop Street.
Ph. 03 5229 9984
Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm  Sat-Sun: 11am-4pm
www.broughamart.vic.edu.au

11

Birth Place of Willem Baa Niip  Willem Baa Niip (also known as
William Gore and King Billy) was a member of the local Indigenous
people, the Wada Wrung (Wathaurong). Born in 1836 on the banks of
a lagoon believed to be located in central Geelong near what is now
Little Malop Street, he was later erroneously called the “last of the
Barrabool tribe”. The bronze paving depicts the Geelong Treaty,
signed by John Batman and by members of a clan in the Melbourne
area. The Treaty offered goods for land in the Geelong area,
reinforcing the site's history as a trading centre.

Little Malop Street, between Moorabool and Yarra Streets
12

Double Crane (Susan Ardern, 2005) courtesy: Susan Ardern

Willem Baa Niip courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre

´
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Union Street Mural This area has been designated as a community
art space. Murals on various themes are developed at this site by the
City of Greater Geelong in collaboration with artists and young people
from the Geelong community. Any one mural may remain at the site 
for 3-5 years before being replaced by another. Information about the
current mural can be found on the plaque nearby.

Union Street

Wintergarden This former Congregational Chapel (1854) is one of 
the earliest surviving works of pioneer Geelong architect Benjamin
Backhouse. The design of the church in the style of a meeting house
with gallery reflects its relationship with the non-conformist religions
of England which had developed their own distinctive architectural
style during the eighteenth century. 

51 McKillop Street
14

Art@Wintergarden At art@wintergarden Studio and Gallery
you will find art works of excellence including landscapes, still life,
portraiture and sculptures. An exciting rotation of exhibitions,
traditional and contemporary, showcasing some of our regions
best and an active studio space where small painting classes and
workshops are held.

Upstairs, 51 McKillop Street
Open daily 10am-4pm
www.artwintergarden.com.au

15

13

Christ Church of England and Vicarage This 1843 Anglican
Church, in Perpendicular Early English Gothic style, is one of Victoria's
oldest churches. Imported stained glass and a mural painting of the
Incarnation by Christian Waller are delightful features. Originally a
Picturesque Gothic design, the Vicarage’s Bungalow form features 
pointed window arches and ‘cloister’ and textured, coloured and 
patterned brick in the gable ends.

North-east corner of McKillop & Moorabool Streets 
16



14 Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails 15

Former Jewish Synagogue Designed by John Young in 1861 with
mannerist, classical and stylised features, this was one of the earliest 
and most elaborate synagogues in Victoria. It has important associations
with Geelong's influential Jewish community, including prominent 
figures such as the first Jewish child born in Victoria and the first 
woman to hold mayoral office in Australia.

South-east corner of Yarra & McKillop Streets
17

Former St Andrew's Presbyterian Church (St John's Lutheran
Church) This 1841/42 Colonial Georgian style church is the oldest
brick building in Geelong. The Sunday School to the left of the building
was designed in 1891, and the two-storey stuccoed extension in the
front was added in 1913. St John’s Lutheran Church purchased the 
property in 1946.

165 Yarra Street
18

St Mary of the Angels Basilica One of the first provincial churches
in Victoria, this dramatically-sited bluestone parish church was
commenced in 1854 as a symbol of the faith and identity of the Catholic
community in Geelong. Special features include the exquisitely traceried
stained glass rose window, flying buttresses in the chancel, apsidal
chevet chapel and imposing bluestone spire.

136-148 Yarra Street
19

Old Geelong Gaol Constructed between 1849 and 1864, Geelong
Gaol is now a tourist icon operated by The Rotary Club of Geelong.
Built of bluestone and designed in the Pentonville style by Victoria’s
first colonial architect Henry Ginn, it displays the harsh, cold and bleak
prison conditions of the day. The masonry and brickwork are among
the best examples in the region.

Cnr Myers & Swanston Streets
Ph. 03 5224 2717 
Thu-Fri: 11am-3pm  Sat-Sun & Public School Holidays: 1pm-4pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday.

20



Art Unlimited Art Unlimited is a professional access studio for 
artists with intellectual disabilities or special support needs. 
Professional artists are employed to assist these artists to create their
work. The artists’ unique way of seeing provides the viewer with a 
window into a magical realm. Art Unlimited is a department of 
St. Laurence Community Services.

Old Geelong Gaol
Cnr Myers & Swanston Streets 
Ph. 03 5229 4664
Mon-Fri: 9am-3pm
www.artunlimited.org.au

21

Death Place of Willem Baa Niip  Willem Baa Niip (also known as
William Gore and King Billy, see Site #12) died in Geelong Hospital in
1885 at the age of 49. He was buried at the Western Cemetery where
the headstone, provided by former Mayor of Geelong, Robert de Bruce
Johnstone, can still be seen. While Willem was considered the last
Indigenous person living in Geelong at that time, there are still living
descendants of the Geelong district Wada Wrung (Wathaurong) people.

Cnr Ryrie & Bellerine Streets
22

Walbaringa Flats Building  Built in 1928, the former Walbaringa
Flats building is an intact and unusual example of the interwar Spanish
Mission style, featuring rectangular plan form, parapets to the main
facades, Cordova tiles and central Spanish Mission style pediment with
rendered decorative motif. Ian Douglas McDonald, designer of the
Eastern Park Bathing Complex (Site #30, visible from here), lived here
in the 1940s.

16-18 Eastern Beach
23
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Willem Baa Niip’s Tomb courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre

Jesmond and Benton The distinctive and elaborately enhanced 
terrace pair known as Jesmond and Benton were erected in 1880 for the
owner of a Geelong iron foundry and are a reflection of the foundry’s
products. They were an important milestone in the development of the
Queen Anne revival style in Victoria.

32-34 Eastern Beach
24



Corio Villa The magnificent iron house ‘Corio Villa’ was prefabricated
in Scotland in 1855. The originating foundry burned down soon after
completing it, and the Villa's style is now unique in the world. The Villa
is of paramount significance to the history of industrial technology
and aesthetic movements of the 19th Century in Great Britain.

56 Eastern Beach
25

18 Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails Central Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails 19

26

Rhythms of Life Sculptor Andrew Rogers is internationally renowned
for his land art works (geoglyphs) constructed with local materials.
This is one of 12 geoglyph sites around the world, linked by a common
theme of the rhythms of life and its eternal cycle. Geelong’s geoglyph
(2006) is of hard limestone, with an open structure that encourages
people to circulate. It is visible from Site #35. The biggest rock points
to the You Yangs, where a second geoglyph is located. Both geoglyphs
were gifts to the municipality in celebration of Festival Melbourne2006,
the cultural program of the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games.

Eastern Park
27

The Finding of Buckley (Oswald Rose Campbell, 1869) courtesy: Geelong Gallery

William Buckley Discovery Trail The Central Geelong Arts &
Culture Walking Trails intersect with the William Buckley Discovery Trail
at this point. Buckley was an escaped convict who lived with the local
Indigenous people for thirty-two years until 1835 when he joined John
Batman's camp at Beangala, now St Leonards. Much of the information 
we have of the Wathaurong people has been gleaned from the accounts
of William Buckley. Discovery Trail brochures are available at Geelong
Visitor Information Centres.

Hearne Parade
28

Geelong Botanic Gardens Uniquely combining innovation and 
tradition, the Geelong Botanic Gardens is one of Australia’s finest
regional botanic gardens. An estimated 6000 different species of native
and exotic plants are cultivated at the Gardens. The magnificent 21st
Century Garden, opened in 2002, contrasts strikingly with the heritage
and history of the original gardens.

Eastern Park
Ph. 03 5272 4379
7.30am-5pm (closes 7pm during daylight savings)
www.geelongaustralia.com



Eastern Beach Bathing Complex Constructed between 1928 
and 1939, the Eastern Beach Bathing Complex and landscaped reserve
forms an area of consistent and outstanding character and is the only
known example in Victoria. The sea-baths are representative of the
transition from segregated and private bathing in the 19th century to
mixed public bathing and the pursuit of sport and leisure in the 
early 20th century.

Eastern Beach Reserve
29

30

Paving Splats Paving Splats (2000) by Maggie Fooke and Bill Perrin, 
are ‘splattered’ around the central Waterfront precinct as pavement
inlays. Made of stainless steel with cast inlays depicting imported and
locally made objects, the splats add humour to break up the paving
areas. They were commissioned by the City of Greater Geelong.

1 Eastern Beach
(in front of Carousel)31
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Poppykettle Playground Robert Ingpen’s design for the original
Poppykettle Fountain (1981) was based on his book Voyage of the
Poppykettle, a Geelong-based fable about sea-faring Hairy Peruvians
who landed at Limeburners Point. Remnants of the fountain, a gift to the
city from Dorothy McAllister, were relocated from Fairnie Park in 1996. 
The bronze Peruvians were created by Jenda Bucek. 

Cunningham Pier Playground
32

The Carousel The hand-carved wooden Carousel is one of only 
200 in operation around the world and takes pride of place at
Waterfront Geelong. The Carousel Pavilion houses a fully restored 1892
Armitage Herschell Carousel, a Herschell Spillman Steam Engine and
a part original, part replica 1898 Gavioli and Co Band Organ.

1 Eastern Beach
October-March:
Mon-Fri 10:30am-5pm  Sat 10:30am-8pm  Sun 10:30am-6pm
April-September:
Mon-Fri 11am-4.30pm  Sat 10:30am-6pm  Sun 10:30am-5pm
Summer and winter trading hours subject to change after 3pm due to private hire.
www.geelongaustralia.com.au
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Walk West Sculpture Trail The two sculptures at this site, designed
by Tania Virgona and Mark Trinham in 2003, connect the Central
Geelong Arts & Culture Walking Trails with the Walk West Urban
Sculpture Trail, initiated by Greening Geelong West and the Geelong
West community. The sculptures represent grass blades (stainless
steel and marine grade steel), and new growth forms and change
(stainless steel and timber from Geelong Botanic Gardens).

Western Beach
33

Looking Forward This sculpture of a White-Faced Heron (2000)
by Cinnamon and Geo Francis commemorates Greening West's 
revegetation work in the area. It represents the return of wildlife to the
area, and celebrates a vision for the future, the bird's take-off position
expressing energy and life as she heads out across the bay. 

Western Beach

North of Looking Forward find viewing locations for Rhythms of Life
(see Site #28), visible across the bay.

34

Looking Forward courtesy: Mark Trengove

North North, by Mark Stoner (2000) consists of seven randomly
placed cement objects resembling sails or fins. The pieces are made 
of case cement panels and vary in size from 2.2 to 3.5 meters high. 
No two fins are positioned on the same plane, and by moving within 
and around the sculpture the profiles change quite dramatically. 
This sculpture was commissioned by the City of Greater Geelong.

Termination end of Moorabool Street.
35
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Sailors’ Rest The Sailors’ Rest Institution was established to assist 
lonely sailors when they came ashore in a strange port city. 
Percy Everitt's design (1912) is notable for the nautical nouveau 
ornamentation and use of reinforced concrete in a raft floor slab.
The electric Sailors’ Rest sign (1926) is reportedly the oldest 
remaining electric sign in Victoria.

3 Moorabool Street
36

Yarra Street Pier (c1900) courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre
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Cargo Boxes Cargo Boxes (2000) by Maggie Fookes and Bill Perrin
are a series of brass and glass boxes containing sculptures and artefacts
recognising early imports into Geelong. Each box features the name of
the vessel which carried the goods and the dates the vessel operated.
Internal lighting creates a stunning night feature. It was commissioned
by the City of Greater Geelong.

Customs House Forecourt Park

Former Geelong Customs House This Barrabool freestone and
bluestone structure (1855) is an elegant example of the Colonial Georgian
style. The scale and impressive design of the building, which served
as a Customs House for 140 years, reflects the importance of a busy 
commercial port which at the height of its activity briefly challenged
Melbourne as the principal port in the colony.

59 Brougham Street
39

Barcode Fountain Commissioned by the City of Greater Geelong 
in 2000, the Barcode Fountain incorporates a barcode from a truly 
original and surviving Geelong iconic product: Noddy’s Soft Drink. 
The barcode is reproduced on the stainless steel panels of the feature
which also incorporates strip lighting. The feature is terraced toward
the road resulting in a subtle waterfall effect.

Customs House Forecourt Park
37

38

Geelong Club Building The Geelong Club was established in
1888/89 as a place for wealthy pastoralists, wool-brokers and 
prominent citizens to dine with men of similar backgrounds, read the 
latest newspapers, and play billiards and cards in an exclusive and
relaxed atmosphere. Designed by Charles Douglas Figgis, the building 
is an unusual example of transitional Queen Anne style.

74 Brougham Street
40
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Costa Hall Costa Hall is the centrepiece of Deakin University’s 
Waterfront campus, opened in 1996. The City’s historic Woolstores 
were converted into a modern and impressive campus overlooking 
Corio Bay. Costa Hall houses a state-of-the-art, 1500 seat concert 
auditorium. With its grand capacity and excellent acoustic qualities, 
Costa Hall is a showpiece for the University and is the premier concert
and music venue in Geelong.

Deakin University Waterfront Campus
1-11 Gheringhap Street
Ph. 03 5225 1200
www.deakin.edu.au

42

Ford Discovery Centre The Ford Discovery Centre is an interactive
museum and visitor centre that provides a behind the scenes 
opportunity to experience how cars are designed, engineered and built.
The Centre also takes you on a journey through the Australian history 
of Ford - a remarkable company with a proud heritage in this country.

12 Gheringhap Street
Ph. 03 5227 8700
Wed-Mon: 10am-5pm (closed Tuesdays, Good Friday, 
Christmas Day and New Years Day)
www.forddiscovery.com.au

43

41

National Wool Museum This is Australia’s only comprehensive 
museum to detail the story of wool~from the birth of the industry in
Geelong in the 1840’s to its place in the world today. Located in a century-old 
bluestone wool store (1872), the Museum also presents an exciting annual 
calendar of contemporary exhibitions, public programs and events.

26 Moorabool Street
Ph. 03 5272 4701
Mon-Fri: 9.30am-5pm (closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & Good Friday)
Sat-Sun: 1pm-5pm
www.nwm.vic.gov.au

Wool Exchange The Wool Exchange (1928), designed by prominent
Geelong firm Laird and Buchan, has obvious links to the handling and
marketing of wool. Sales of wool, sheepskins, hides, tallow and other
products were conducted weekly at this exchange. World record prices
for wool were established here at the height of the wool boom in Geelong.

44 Corio Street
44
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Spirit of Anzac This small bronze statue by Wallace Anderson
depicts an Anzac soldier clad only in boots, shorts and slouch hat.
Originally located in the niche of the Returned Servicemen’s Woollen
Mill (“The Diggers Mill”) in Newtown, it was unveiled in 1929 and
donated to the City of Geelong in the mid-1970’s.

Johnstone Park
Cnr Gheringhap & Malop Streets45

City Hall This classical building with hexastyle Ionic portico was a
prize-winning design by architect Joseph Reed in 1855. Partially
constructed by Allen and Cakebread, and completed in 1917, it is
considered one of the best examples of its style among Australian
Town Halls and the oldest in Victoria, having performed its intended
function since 1855.

30 Gheringhap Street
46

Johnstone Park Johnstone Park was opened in 1872 by Mayor Robert
De Bruce Johnstone. Walking through Johnstone Park, you will see:
two rare cast iron ‘De Medici ’ urns (1873); statue of King George V
(1938); late Edwardian Baroque style Peace Memorial (1926) listing 3,500
local names; Hitchcock Memorial Bandstand and gates (1919 & 1925);
and Stitt Jenkins Drinking Fountain (1860), the earliest existing 
fountain associated with the temperance movement.

Cnr Gheringhap & Malop Streets
47



WATERFRONT GEELONG BOLLARD TRAIL - 48 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 2 hours one way.
Over 100 bollards are installed right around the Waterfront from
Limeburner’s Point to Rippleside Park. Artist Jan Mitchell was
commissioned by the City of Greater Geelong in 1995 to transform
reclaimed timber pier pylons into these remarkable works of art.
Following the Bollard Trail, you will meet some of the unique
characters who played a part in Geelong's history, from the
original Indigenous inhabitants to more contemporary characters.
The trail continues north as far as Rippleside Park.
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No. Description
PIERROT

The Joy Ark became a hall popular for dance and roller skating in 1914 with

fancy dress often featured.

EARLY GEELONG FOOTBALLER

A nearby field, which became Transvaal Square, was used for football practice.

MRS DE CARTERET

This is a portrait of the proprietor of “La Cabine”, located on the corner of Yarra

and Brougham Streets and once famous for its lemon squash.

YACHT CLUB LADY

Geelong’s Yacht Club was formed in 1859. The lady is holding the trophy won by

“The Paddy” after racing in the first Geelong Regatta.

FIREMAN

Established in 1854, the Geelong Volunteer Fire Brigade is represented by this

figure reflecting the burning of the “Lightning” in 1869.

SCALLOP FISHERMEN AND WOMAN (3)

From the early 1800’s, fish and crustaceans from Geelong were marketed 

and sold locally, as well as in Melbourne.

TRAM CONDUCTRESS

This is a 1940’s tram conductress. Trams in Geelong ran from 1912 to 1956.

VOLUNTEER RIFLE BAND (5)

Playing “The Geelong Polka”, this group represents players in Geelong’s first band

concerts which were held in the Botanic Gardens in 1861.

GEELONG BATHS SWIMMING CLUB (5)

A carnival atmosphere prevailed on the bay during early Geelong Regattas.

Activities included duck hunting, greasy pole competitions, bun eating contests

and races in tubs.

SAILOR AND WOMAN (2)

A 2nd World War couple representing the Sailors’ Rest institution building, 

corner Moorabool Street and Eastern Beach Road (now a restaurant).

STEAM CAPTAIN

Captain of the steamship S.S. Edina, in operation from 1888 to 1938.

SAIL CAPTAIN

A captain bringing live birds to stock the nearby Botanic Gardens aviaries and

also a portrait of a recent Mayor of Geelong, Gerry Smith.

VICTORIA BATHS SWIMMERS (4)

Swimmers characterising the Victoria Bathing Establishment (1870).

WESTERN BEACH SEA BATHING CO. (5)

Western Beach Sea Bathing Company swimmers (established in 1872).

These are also portraits of politicians Gordon Scholes, Nipper Trezise, John

Howard, Jeff Kennett and Sir Hubert Opperman as a young man.

CARRIE MOORE

Born in Geelong in 1882, Carrie became a musical comedy star, performing in

Melbourne at age 14 and in London age 21 and was best known for her role

as the Merry Widow.

PETER LALOR

After losing an arm during the skirmishes as leader of the Eureka Stockade

uprising, Peter Lalor found sanctuary in Geelong.

SALVATION ARMY WOMAN

The Salvation Army has been active in Geelong since 1883.

CORIO ROWING CLUB (3)

Corio Rowing Club (founded 1873) rowers stand beside their original boatshed 

built in 1879. It is now home to Western Beach Boat Club.

No. Description
LIMEBURNER

One of Geelong’s earliest industries was lime burning, and as early as 1841 

lime was exported to Launceston, Tasmania.

MATTHEW FLINDERS

Corio Bay was sighted from the You Yangs by Matthew Flinders in May 1802.

PORTUGUESE EXPLORER

The Portuguese explorers were said to have landed before Captain Cook.

KOORI FAMILY (3)

A family illustrating the local hunter gatherer culture.

NURSE

In 1932 during the Depression, the Mother Hubbard Relief Fund was set up.

The Geelong Hospital was founded in 1852 near this site.

EASTERN BEACH OPEN SEA BATHERS (4)

The former site of Eastern Parkside Baths built in 1930.

BATHING TABLEAU (5)

A display of changing styles of bathing costumes: 1880’s woman, 1920’s man,

1940’s woman, 1950’s woman and a 1930’s lifesaver.

EASTERN BEACH LIFE SAVERS (5)

Within this group there is a portrait of Billy Coyte who taught many generations

of Geelong’s children to swim.

ROBERT DE BRUCE JOHNSTONE

A portrayal of the “Mayor” of Geelong’s “parks and gardens”.

Johnstone Park, which was established in 1864, is named in his honour.

IAN MACDONALD

A portrait of Geelong’s city surveyor who produced the plans of the Eastern

Beach complex which opened in 1939.

CAR RALLY PICNIC COUPLE (2)

Positioned at the site of vintage car rallies and speed trials.

ULYSSES RIDING CLUB

In 1983 Stephen Dearnley founded the motorcycle club for older riders - see the

Club’s motto: “Grow Old Disgracefully” on his back.

BATHING BEAUTIES (4)

The beach front was the venue for beauty competitions from the 1930’s.

TOWN BATHS SWIMMERS CLUB (5)

A progression of lifesavers displaying the changing styles of men’s swimming trunks.

JOY ARK SANDWICH BOARD MAN

This gentleman advertises the Joy Ark which was built in 1912 as a silent picture

movie hall and entertainment venue.
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No. Description
1920’S LADY

This woman represents the emancipation of the 1920’s. Sun-bathing regulations

were enforced up to the 1930’s.

JOHN RADDENBURY AND LADY (2)

Geelong Botanic Gardens’ second curator, John Raddenbury in 1872.

NANCY NATTYKNICKERS

Nancy sits astride her velocipede. The first velocipede was made in Geelong in

1869. In 1865 women first started wearing trousers to assist them to cycle.

FATHER AND SON FISHING (2)

A favourite pastime in the past, and enduring to the present.

JAMES HARRISON

The founding editor of the Geelong Advertiser (1840), James Harrison was also

one of the inventors of commercial refrigeration (Patent issued in 1855).

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP (5)

Following the opening of the Geelong-Ballarat Railway Line in 1862,

Geelong became a popular destination for Sunday School picnics.

SCOTSMAN

The early Scottish settlers brought their popular Highland Games to Geelong,

at which the Indigenous people often participated.

KOORI HUNTER

The Wathuarong people of this area are depicted by this hunter, who is wearing

a possum skin cloak.

PHOTOGRAPHIC GROUP (6)

This family, tucked away in the alcove by the old bluestone wall, represents the

many Geelong families who have picnicked by the bay since first settlement.

1910 POLICEMAN

This Law Enforcer is ready to pounce on a couple who are breaking the strict

segregated bathing regulations of the day.

NO MIXED BATHERS (2)

A pair of sheepish bathers who have transgressed the bathing regulations.

NUNS (2)

The Sisters of Mercy, of The Sister House located in St Helen’s, played an

important role in educating residents of early Geelong. Sister Mary Aloysius

and Sister Mary Bernadette were two such nuns.

RIPPLESIDE SWIMMING CLUB (5)

Geelong children were taught how to swim by using a kerosene tin float,

situated near the site of the Corio Bathing Establishment, founded in 1844.

STUDENT TEACHERS (2)

Student teachers Elsie and Lydia represent Lunan House, which was built in 1851

and used as a trainee Teachers’ College between 1949 and 1984.

MORRIS JACOBS

Morris Jacobs, of Jacobs Stores (from 1852-1952; now Myers), kept a bird

aviary at his residence on the Esplanade, Drumcondra.
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No. Location

Gordon Gallery

Kurrajong Seed Pod

Geelong Regional Library

Geelong Heritage Centre

Geelong Gallery

Courthouse Arts

Geelong Performing Arts Centre

Post Office & Telegraph Station

Metropolis Gallery

Karingallery

Brougham Gallery

Birth Place of Willem Baa Niip

Union Street Mural

Wintergarden

Art@Wintergarden

Christ Church of England/Vicarage

Former Jewish Synagogue

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

St Mary of the Angels Basilica

Old Geelong Gaol

Art Unlimited

Death Place of Willem Baa Niip

Walbaringa Flats

Jesmond & Benton
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No. Location

Corio Villa

Geelong Botanic Gardens

Rhythms of Life

William Buckley Discovery Trail

Eastern Beach Bathing Complex

The Carousel

Paving Splats

Poppykettle Playground

Walk West Sculpture Trail

Looking Forward

North

Sailors’ Rest

Barcode Fountain

Cargo Boxes

Former Geelong Customs House

Geelong Club Building

National Wool Museum

Costa Hall

Ford Discovery Centre

Wool Exchange

Spirit of Anzac

City Hall

Johnstone Park
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Public Art Heritage Galleries

Performing Arts Cultural Resources

Trail doubles back on itself

Vista Toilets Non-Entry Site

TRAIL MAP 1 - 48 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 3 hours 15 minutes
We recommend you take a full day - or even two days - to
complete this comprehensive map. It features: major cultural
icons; the Central Geelong galleries; the hilltop churches and
key heritage locations; the Eastern Park precinct; Waterfront
public art; the Woolstores district and the Johnstone Park
precinct. It also reveals a glimpse of the underlying Indigenous
history. Remember that some of the larger sites, such as the
Geelong Gallery, Old Geelong Gaol, Geelong Botanic Gardens
and National Wool Museum, offer fascinating tours.

V

LEGEND

WELCOME TO THE HEART OF GEELONG!

As Portfolio Holder for Arts and Culture I am delighted to
invite you to explore the vibrant centre of Geelong, with
Edition Three of the Central Geelong Cultural Walking Trails
Booklet. Geelong is a city rich in cultural treasures and this
very popular booklet has been updated to reveal even more
highlights within the heart of the city. Wandering along the
trails, you will discover art galleries and public art, vibrant
performing arts locations, places where you can access a
wealth of cultural resources, or feel echoes of the past as you
connect with our Indigenous and post-settlement heritage.

You may also notice a wide range of historic buildings that are
not included in the booklet ~ visit the Geelong Heritage Centre
for more information about these locations.

Detailed information about the trails is listed at the back of
the booklet. But first, a couple of important points:

Four Different Maps
Each of the four Trails takes a different time to complete,
ranging from a couple of hours to all day (or even two days).
The Estimated Walking Time provided is for an ‘average’
walker and does not include visiting time at locations.
Three of the Trails give you an intriguing selection of all
cultural aspects of Central Geelong while the Waterfront
Geelong Bollards Trail focuses entirely on the painted wooden
bollards representing over 100 historic Geelong characters.
Each map can be folded in a way that allows you to view
it while you leaf through the booklet. Locations are numbered
and colour-coded according to cultural type for ease of
reference. See map legend for more details.

Non-Entry Locations
Some heritage locations are private residences or businesses
and are not open for general public access. I request that you
respect people’s privacy by viewing the exterior of these
establishments only. The numbers of these locations are
circled in red eg. 18

V

Designed by Ivy Street Advertising + Design
Third Edition - June 2009



No. Location

Geelong Club Building

National Wool Museum

Costa Hall

Ford Discovery Centre

Wool Exchange

Spirit of Anzac

City Hall

Johnstone Park

No. Location

Gordon Gallery

Kurrajong Seed Pod

Geelong Regional Library

Geelong Heritage Centre

Geelong Gallery

Courthouse Arts

Geelong Performing Arts Centre

Metropolis Gallery

Karingallery

Birth Place of Willem Baa Niip

Union Street Mural

The Carousel

Paving Splats

North
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No. Location

Sailors’ Rest

Barcode Fountain

Cargo Boxes

Former Geelong Customs House

Geelong Club Building

National Wool Museum

Costa Hall

Ford Discovery Centre

Wool Exchange

Spirit of Anzac

Johnstone Park
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TRAIL MAP 2 - 34 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 2 hours
This is a medium-length trail for
walkers who have up to half a
day. It takes in a selection of
cultural locations, omitting only
the hilltop churches and a few
other locations. It begins with
the major cultural icons, then
follows a more or less direct
route through Central Geelong
to the Geelong Botanic Gardens
and ‘Rhythms of Life’ Geoglyph.
Then, after an abbreviated tour 
of the magnificent Waterfront, it
follows the wool story up through
the Woolstores district, finishing
in beautiful Johnstone Park.

No. Location

Gordon Gallery

Kurrajong Seed Pod

Geelong Regional Library

Geelong Heritage Centre

Geelong Gallery

Courthouse Arts

Geelong Performing Arts Centre

Metropolis Gallery

Karingallery

Birth Place of Willem Baa Niip

Union Street Mural

Death Place of Willem Baa Niip

Walbaringa Flats

Jesmond & Benton

Corio Villa

Geelong Botanic Gardens

No. Location

Rhythms of Life

William Buckley Discovery Trail

Eastern Beach Bathing Complex

The Carousel

Paving Splats

North

Sailors’ Rest

Barcode Fountain

Cargo Boxes

Former Geelong Customs House
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TRAIL MAP 3 - 25 Sites
Estimated Walking Time: 75 minutes
This short trail is perfect to catch the essence of Geelong’s 
cultural life. It features selections from most of the areas
mentioned in Map 1, but not the hilltop churches or the Eastern
Park precinct. You may wish to visit these locations at a later date.

Public Art Heritage Galleries

Performing Arts Cultural Resources

Trail doubles back on itself

Vista Toilets Non-Entry SiteV

LEGEND

Public Art Heritage Galleries

Performing Arts Cultural Resources

Trail doubles back on itself

Vista Toilets Non-Entry SiteV

LEGEND

WWW.GEELONGAUSTRALIA.COM.AUWWW.GEELONGAUSTRALIA.COM.AU

CITY OF GREATER GEELONG
PO BOX 104
GEELONG 3220 AUSTRALIA
GENERAL ENQUIRIES:
03 5272 0270
www.geelongaustralia.com.au




